ORINDA

See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2019

Karen Paulsen
Broker Associate

925.698.3252
homes@karenpaulsen.com
karenpaulsen.com
DRE 01351931

COMPASS

Compass s a real e
sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accu

Extraordinary Contemporary
1205 Woodborough Road, Lafayette
Offered at $2,200,000

OPEN HOUSES FOR BOTH HOMES - SUNDAY FEBRUARY 10TH 1-4 PM!

I estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational
s to accuracy of any description. All measurements an i i

i d square footages are approximate.

Gorgeous Ranch in Prime Location
8 Fleetwood Court, Orinda
For Lease at $5,700/ month

ses only. Information is

purpor compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, cor
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage:

ndition,

+ HARDWOODS
¢ CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS |

3344 Nt Diablo Bivd
in Lalayette
025-284-4440
lamorindafloors.com

Share your thoughts, insights
and opinions with your
community. Send a letter
to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Council continues moratorium on accessory structures

By Sora O’Doherty

A moratorium put in place in
July will remain in place un-
til the rules governing acces-
sory structures are changed.
The rules that allowed acces-
sory structures to be built
within five feet of the prop-
erty line became controver-
sial when the owner of 71
Meadowview built two such
structures with the an-
nounced intention of renting
accommodations through
Airbnb. The two accessory
structures are five feet from
the border fence, 15 feet tall
and with windows that over-
looked the neighbors’ bed-
room. According to Orinda
Associate Planner Adam Fos-
ter, those structures have not
yet received final approval
from the city and therefore
cannot yet be inhabited.

Foster clarified the rules
regulating rental properties
in Orinda. Short-term rentals
are defined as rentals up to
30 days but not longer. Only
one short-term rental is al-
lowed at any time on a single
parcel. However, the num-
ber of long-term rentals, over
30 days, is unlimited. So a
property owner could have
one short-term rental and
unlimited long-term rentals
simultaneously.

At its Jan. 22 meeting, the
city council was asked by
staff to make permanent the
provisions of the urgency or-
dinance adopted last July.
After some discussion, the

council decided to continue
the moratorium until new
rules are drafted. A draft or-
dinance needs to go to the
planning commission for re-
view before coming back be-
fore the city council, but the
council asked that the matter
come before it again prior to
going to the planning com-
mission. A new ordinance
must be adopted before the
moratorium expires in July,
therefore the matter must
return to the city council by
June.

The definitions of acces-
sory structures and accessory
dwelling units are different,
and they are covered by dif-
ferent rules. However, ac-
cessory structures may he
habitable and can be con-
verted ministerially to acces-
sory dwelling units, which
means that if the structure
meets the requirements for
an ADU, the city has no dis-
cretion in recognizing it as an

ADU. There may be only one
accessory dwelling unit on a
parcel. Currently there is no
limit to the number of acces-
sory structures that are al-
lowed on a parcel. According
to Foster, the distinction be-
tween an accessory structure
and an ADU is subtle and not
easy to pin down. One factor
often considered is the pres-
ence of a source of 220 volt
electricity, commonly used
for stoves. But an accessory
unit may have, for example, a
microwave oven that runs on
115 volts.

The previous ordinance,
now in abeyance, allowed
accessory structures to be
built within the required set-
back and limited the height
of such structures to 15 feet.
Currently, if an accessory
structure is not built within
the setback area of a parcel,
the maximum height is 27
feet, the same as the main
structure. Although there is

no limit to the number of ac-
cessory structures that can
be built on a parcel, the total
amount of structures on a
parcel is controlled by floor
area ration requirements.

Council Member Amy
Worth asked staff if there
was any reason why the
council should not limit the
number of accessory struc-
tures on a parcel. Other
communities have limited
the size and number of ac-
cessory structures. The coun-
cil directed staff to look into
the possibility of imposing
limits on the number, size, or
height of accessory struc-
tures that are not built within
the setback. In order to be
built within the setback, any
accessory structure would
require permission from the
city, which enables the city to
use discretion as to whether
or not to approve the
planned structure.

Excerpt from Orinda Municipal Code Section 17.2.3:
"Accessory dwelling unit" means an attached or a detached residential dwelling unit that
provides complete independent living facilities for one or more persons on the same parcel
as a single-family dwelling. It shall include permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating,
cooking (see definition of kitchen), and sanitation. An accessory dwelling unit also includes

the following:

1.An efficiency unit, as defined in Health and Safety Code § 17958.1.2.A manufactured
home, as defined in Health and Safety Code § 18007.

"Kitchen" means any room or part of a room within a building which is designed, built,
used or intended to be used for storage and food preparation and dishwashing in conjunction
with the establishment or use of a dwelling unit; but not including a bar, butler's pantry or
similar room adjacent to or connected with a kitchen. Food preparation facilities shall
include 220 volt electrical or natural or propane gas service, unless otherwise specified by

this Code.

North Orinda fire evacuation drill runs smoothly

By Sora O’Doherty

The early morning hours on
Saturday, Jan. 26 saw many
Orinda residents being alerted
to a practice fire danger and
evacuating their north Orinda
neighborhoods. Fire Station 45
served as the command center
for the drill, where representa-
tives of the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District, the Orinda Police De-
partment, Cal Fire, the Orinda
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Station 45 was filled with volunteers who assisted in the Jan. 26 drill.

City Council and others gath-
ered to monitor the drill. At
6:49 a.m. three fires were lit in
buckets to trigger sensors that
were located on poles above the
flames. When the sensors per-
ceived the fires, they sent out
notifications to dispatch at 6:53
a.m. Dispatch then triggered
notifications to the residents of
the three districts selected for
the drill, districts four, five, and
nine, which include Sleepy Hol-
low, Dalewood-Orinda Downs

City Council

Orinda Way
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and the upper Miner Road
neighborhoods. The alerts were
sent at 6:55 a.m.

Residents had been given
the opportunity to register for
alerts. According to the de-
briefing provided after the
drill by Community Warning
System manager Heather
Tiernan, 151 people signed up
for the drill, and 130 actually
registered for the system.
During the evacuation drill,
225 emails were sent, along

Citizens' Infrastructure Oversight

Commission

Library Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26

Orinda Way

Wednesday, Feb. 13, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

with 225 text messages and
275 telephone calls. A success
rate of 85 percent was
achieved on the telephone
calls, and every person who
registered for an alert re-
ceived alerts in multiple ways.
Most received the alert within
three minutes and the rest
upon retries within 8 minutes.
Alerts were completed by 7:03
a.m.

After receiving the alerts,
evacuees traveled from their
homes to the intersection of
Miner Road and Lombardy
Lane. From there, law en-
forcement and Community
Emergency Response Team
volunteers directed traffic
along Miner, which was closed
to eastbound traffic and all

lanes converted to westbound
only as far as the intersection
of Camino Pablo. Evacuees
then drove southbound on
Camino Pablo to the Highway
24 on ramps.

According to Dennis Rein,
MOFD emergency prepared-
ness coordinator, 20 County
Sheriff's Office Search and
Rescue volunteers walked the
neighborhoods and simulated
a door-to-door check. The SAR
teams were able to check over
200 homes in about 45 min-
utes and communicate evacu-
ation status back to the com-
mand post via an application
being developed by the county
Department of Information
Technology.

... continued on next Page

Both lanes of Miner Road were used to move vehicles swiftly
out of North Orinda.

Orinda Union High School District Board
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